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COMMUNICATION SYSTEM INCLUDING AT
LEAST ONE RADIO BASE STATION TO
WHICH RADIO NETWORK TERMINATING
FACILITIES FOR CONNECTING
COMMUNICATION TERMINALS CAN BE
CONNECTED

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a communication system
which includes at least one radio base station to which radio
network terminating facilities can be connected, wherein
additional wireless communication relations via which
information can be switched directly between the network
terminating facilities are provided between the network
terminating facilities.

2. Description of the Prior Art

In wireless communication networks based on radio chan-
nels, especially in point-to-multipoint radio feeder networks
(also called “radio in the local loop” or “RLL") a number of
network terminating units are, in each case connected to a
base station (also called “radio base station” or “RBS”) via
one or more radio channels. In telecom Report No. 18
(1995), Vol. 1 “Drahtlos zum Freizeichen”, (wirelessly to the
ringing-tone signal), page 36, 37, for example, a wireless
feeder network, also called subscriber access network, for
wireless voice and data communication is described. The
communication system described represents an RLL sub-
scriber line in combination with modern broadband infra-
structure, e.g. “fiber to the curb”, which can be implemented
within a short period of time and without great expenditure,
instead of running wire-connected subscriber lines. The
network terminating units RNT allocated to the individual
subscribers are connected to a high-level communication
network, for example to the ISDN-oriented fixed network,
via the “radio channel” transmission medium and the base
station RBS.

In EP 0 689 303 A, a wireless TDMA-oriented commu-
nication system is described in which a number of wireless
communication terminals or mobile telephones are con-
nected to a radio base station. The wireless communication
system represents a wireless TDMA-oriented communica-
tion network in which first information items can be
exchanged between the wireless communication terminals
and the radio base station in accordance with a time-slot-
oriented or TDMA-oriented transmission protocol. In this
arrangement, this information is transmitted via a first trans-
mission frequency. In addition, other information items
modulated on a second carrier wave with a second carrier
frequency can be transmitted directly between two wireless
communication terminals. The additional information is
then transmitted in accordance with the same TDMA pro-
tocol in accordance with which the first information items
are also transmitted.

Furthermore, a communication system having at least one
radio base station with mobile radio telephones connected
thereto is described in which first communication relations
between the radio base station and the mobile radio tele-
phones are provided. The mobile radio telephones are
designed in such a manner that direct communication with
a further mobile radio telephone of the same type of con-
struction is, in each case, possible without involving the
mobile radio network. Direct communication between the
mobile radio telephones takes place either via additional
frequencies or via special coding methods, the direct com-
munication between two mobile radio telephones only being
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possible if these are arranged spatially close enough to one
another. The additional communication relations which is
thus made possible between two mobile radio telephones
can only be set up as direct connections between two mobile
radio telephones “in the manner of a walkie-talkie”.

The present invention is directed to expanding current
wireless communication networks based on a hierarchical
structure, especially wireless subscriber access networks, by
additional features and possible applications which are of
interest both to the user and to the communication network
operator.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, in the communication system according to
the present invention, radio network terminating facilities
for connecting communication terminals can be connected
to at least one radio base station, wherein first communica-
tion relations are provided between the radio base station
and the radio network terminating facilities within a first
communication network. A key aspect of the communication
system of the present invention is that the radio network
terminating facilities have additional transmission and
switching means for implementing at least one further
communication network; such additional capabilities being
provided for implementing additional wireless communica-
tion relations between the radio network terminating facili-
ties.

An advantage of the communication system of the present
invention is that information voice (video or other data), can
be switched directly between network terminating units
arranged in a subscriber access network. Shifting switching
functions which were previously arranged centrally (i.e., in
the base stations or in their controllers), as network intelli-
gence components into the network terminating units which
are wirelessly connected to the base station enables the
communication network operators to migrate step by step
towards combined wireless communication networks with a
decentralized organization. Creating the possibility of con-
verting hierarchically structured communication networks
step by step and in a demand-related manner into commu-
nication networks with a decentralized organization and, in
particular, adapting wireless subscriber access networks to
the future subscriber requirements (chronologically unlim-
ited utilization of broadband services and billing of any costs
on the basis of a transparent tariff model, such as a monthly
flat rate) enhances the acceptance, particularly of wireless
subscriber access networks, and accelerates their market
penetration.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
additional capabilities are effected such that the additional
wireless communication relations between at least two radio
network terminating facilities are switched via at least one
further radio network terminating facility. Advantageously
equipping the radio network terminating facilities with
repeater functions makes it possible to implement an addi-
tional, closely intermeshed wireless communication net-
work within the subscriber access network without great
time expenditure and with minimum technical complexity.
The additional communication network can be operated
independently of the communication relations between the
radio network terminating facilities and the radio base
station. Advantageously, the infrastructure of wireless sub-
scriber access networks already installed can be used for
implementing the additional wireless communication net-
work; e.g. by exchanging radio network terminating facili-
ties already installed in a wireless subscriber access network.
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According to a further development of the present inven-
tion, the at least one further communication network is
provided for implementing additional wireless communica-
tion relations in a home domain. According to yet another
development, the first communication network is con-
structed as a public communication network and the at least
one further communication network is constructed as a
private communication network. Due to these advantageous
developments, wireless communication networks currently
to be installed, especially public wireless subscriber access
networks for transmitting POTS (plain old telephone ser-
vice) services, can be adapted to the customer requirements
without great expenditure by setting up an additional com-
munication network or private communication network in
the home domain which can be operated in parallel, for
example, setting up inexpensive modem access points for
the wireless connection of personal computers to higher-
level computer networks.

The additional capabilities are advantageously con-
structed in such a manner that, with the aid of the wireless
communication relations between the radio network termi-
nating facilities, a self-configuring wireless communication
network having a neural network structure is formed. This
advantageous embodiment makes it possible to shift the
switching functions, which were previously implemented in
the radio base stations, as part of the network intelligence
into the peripherals of the radio network terminating facili-
ties as a result of which the economic expenditure for
implementing additional wireless communication networks
is minimized. Advantageously, wireless communication net-
works without radio base stations and the central switching
functions arranged therein also can be implemented with
little economic expenditure.

According to another advantageous embodiment of the
present invention, the additional capabilities are effected
such that information to be transmitted is inserted into
packet-oriented data streams and the packet-oriented data
streams are switched via the wireless communication net-
work. Services based on the Internet protocol—also called
1P services—are implemented with the aid of the wireless
communication network. As a result, the subscribers con-
nected to the radio network terminating facilities can be
provided inexpensively with current IP services based on the
Internet technology; for, example transmission and recep-
tion of E-mail, transmission of files or utilization of the
world wide web.

Pursuant to a further embodiment of the present inven-
tion, at least one radio network terminating facilities exhibits
at least one further connection to a second communication
network. This further connection can be constructed, for
example, as access point to a higher-level communication
network, such as to an IP-based communication network of
a further network operator.

According to another embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the radio network terminating facilities exhibit further
capabilities to implement a wireless packet-oriented com-
munication system according to ITU Recommendation
H.323 or H.324. IT Recommendation H.323 specifies com-
munication systems via which audio, video and other data
are transmitted via packet-based or packet-oriented commu-
nication networks. Packet-oriented networks can represent
both local area networks (LANs) and wide area networks
(WANSs) and Intranets or the Internet. Advantageously, a
communication system according to Recommendation
H.323 or, respectively, H.324 can be implemented indepen-
dently of the basic physical network topology; i.e. incom-
patibilities between products of different manufacturers in
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the case of multimedia communication via packet-oriented
communication networks are illuminated. Advantageously,
IP-based communication networks can be connected to
normal telephone networks for implementing pure voice
connections with the aid of the Voice over Internet Protocol
(VoIP) standard.

Additional features and advantages of the present inven-
tion are described in, and will be apparent from, the follow-
ing Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments and
the Drawings.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a communication system of the present
invention wherein a number of radio network terminating
facilities are connected to a radio base station.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The block diagram FIG. 1 shows a communication system
which is arranged in a coverage area and in which a number
of radio network terminating facilities RNT1 . . . 5 are
connected via the wireless “radio channel” transmission
medium or, respectively, via wireless communication rela-
tions KB to a radio base station RBS representing the center
of the coverage area or, respectively, the radio area FB. In
this exemplary embodiment, the communication system
represents a public wireless subscriber access network or
ACCESS (also called ACCESS network) for example based
on a CDMA multiple access method (also called wireless
local loop “WLL” system). At the subscriber end, each
network terminating facility RNT1 . . . 5 can be connected
to at least one decentralized communication terminal which
is not shown. A decentralized communication terminal can
be implemented, for example, by a multimedia communi-
cation terminal, an ISDN-oriented telephone terminal or by
a personal computer. The radio base station RBS is con-
nected to a radio base station controller RBC via a connect-
ing line. The radio base station controller RBC is connected
via a copper line or an optical waveguide or a microwave
feeder system, which is indicated by VL in the block
diagram, to a radio distribution unit RDU in which the voice
transcoding and the administration of the resources of the
radio area FB and of the resources in the direction of the
higher-level ISDN-oriented communication network IKN
takes place, among other things. As an alternative, the radio
resources of the respective radio area FB also can be
administered or, respectively, offered and allocated in the
radio base station RBS or in the radio base station controller
RBC. The radio distribution unit RDU is connected to the
public fixed network via a standardized V5.1 interface; for
example, by an optical waveguide LWL. That is all decen-
tralized communication terminals connected to the radio
network terminating facilities RNT1 . . . 5 are connected to
the higher-level, ISDN-oriented communication network
IKN via the wireless subscriber access network or ACCESS.

According to the present invention, each decentralized
radio network terminating facilities RNT1 . . . 5 exhibits, in
addition to the radio interface which, for example, also be
constructed in accordance with the DECT standard, for
implementing the “WLL system” already described or,
respectively, for implementing the public subscriber access
network or ACCESS, additional radio functions (not shown)
for implementing a further radio interface. Via the further
radio interface, additional wireless communication relations
7zkb are set up between the decentralized radio network
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terminating facilities RNT1 . . . . 5 arranged in the subscriber
access network or ACCESS, with the aid of which the radio
network terminating facilities RNT1 . . . . 5 are connected to
one another in a closely intermeshed manner. Due to the
additional wireless communication relations, an additional
wireless communication network PN, for example a private
communication network PN arranged in a city district which
is illustrated by a dotted border, is implemented in parallel
with the public wireless subscriber access network or
ACCESS which already exists. In the text which follows, the
additional wireless communication network PN imple-
mented with the aid of the additional wireless communica-
tion relations zkb is also called a private communication
network PN.

The further radio interface is based, for example, on the
combination of a multicarrier modulation or, respectively,
MC modulation and a spread-spectrum technology in trans-
mission; the combination is also called multicarrier spread-
spectrum MC-SS. Combining these transmission techniques
also results in a combination of the advantages of the
transmission techniques: higher flexibility, higher spectrum
efficiency, simpler detection possibilities and avoidance of
narrow-band interference. As variants of embodiments of
the MC-SS multiple access methods, MC-CDMA (which
results from a combination of DS-CDMA with MC modu-
lation) or MC-DS-CDMA or MT-CDMA (multitone
CDMA) can be mentioned. As an alternative, the further
radio interface can be constructed, for example, in accor-
dance with the DECT standard. The close intermeshing of
the individual radio network terminating facilities RNT1 . ..
5 arranged in the subscriber access network or ACCESS,
which is effected via the additional communication relations
zkb, provides for direct communication of each radio net-
work terminating facility RNT1 . . . 5 with the radio network
terminating facilities RNT1 . . . 5 which are, in each case,
locally adjacent so that control and addressing data can be
arbitrarily exchanged between adjacent radio network ter-
minating facilities RNT1 . . . 5. Since this provides for
autoconfiguration during the initialization of a network
terminating facility RNT1 . . . 5 and for automatic routing
during the setting-up of a connection via the radio network
terminating facilities RNT1 . . . . 5 which are arranged in the
subscriber access network or ACCESS and have mutually
equal access authorization, the private communication net-
work PN implemented with the aid of the additional wireless
communication relations zbk attains the characteristic of a
self-learning neural network. Thus, instead of manual, cel-
Iular communication network planning (e.g., by manually
configuring the connection and routing tables stored in the
individual radio network terminating facilities RNT1 . . . 5)
the private communication network PN is self-configured. In
self-configuration, the frequency range and the transmitting
level are tuned to the neighboring radio network terminating
facilities RNT1 . . . 5 found by each radio network termi-
nating facility RNT1 . . . 5 newly added to the wireless
subscriber access network or ACCESS during the initializa-
tion. Furthermore, adaptive antennas and their controllable
directional pattern provide for dynamic power matching.

Depending on the state of configuration of the connection
and routing tables stored in the individual radio network
terminating facilities RNT1 . . . 5 and depending on the
traffic load (i.e., depending on the loading on the individual
additional wireless communication relations zkb), data to be
transmitted, for example from the second radio network
terminating facility RNT2 to the fourth radio network ter-
minating facility RNT4, are transmitted either via the radio
channel set up directly between the second and fourth radio
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network terminating facility RNT2, 4 (illustrated by a first
dot-dashed arrow pl) or alternatively via the third radio
network terminating facility RNT3 acting as relay station or
repeater station (illustrated by a second dot-dashed arrow
p2). Each radio network terminating facility RNT1 . . . §
arranged within the private communication network PN can
represent an originating and/or terminating point of a con-
nection operated via the private communication network PN
and, at the same time, fulfill the function of a repeater or
relay station for other connections operated via the private
communication network PN. The private communication
network PN can be constructed both as a packet-oriented
communication network PN or as a circuit-oriented com-
munication network PN. In a packet-oriented private com-
munication network PN, each radio network terminating
facility RNT1 . . . 5 arranged therein represents a network
node via which data packets, with the routing information
arranged therein and user information to be transmitted, are
readdressed and forwarded with the aid of the stored routing
tables. In a circuit-oriented private communication network
PN, each current connection is based on a circuit-switched
radio channel via an arbitrary number of radio network
terminating units RNT1 . . . 5.

In the present exemplary embodiment, the fourth radio
network terminating facility RNT4 is connected via a sub-
scriber line AL to a packet-oriented communication network
IP conforming to the Internet Protocol; for example, a
communication network connecting a number of private
communication networks PN, also called “backbone”.
Advantageously, transitions between communication net-
works having different transmission or access protocols can
be implemented by interposing special conversion units,
also called gateways. As examples, transitions to X.25
communication networks or frame-relay communication
networks or virtual telephone networks can be mentioned.

According to an advantageous variant of the embodiment
of the communication system shown, the private communi-
cation network PN implemented with the aid of the addi-
tional wireless communication relations zkb is constructed
as communication system according to ITU Recommenda-
tion H.323—packet-based multimedia communication sys-
tems—or, respectively, H.324—Ilow bitrate multimedia
communication, in which at least audio communication is
supported by each local communication terminal; for
example, a personal computer (not shown) connected to a
radio network terminating facility RNT1 . . . 5. In contrast,
processing and transportation of video and other data is
optional. Communication terminals constructed in accor-
dance with ITU Recommendation, H.323 or, respectively,
H.324 can be, for example, functionally integrated in the
personal computer or implemented as stand-alone solution.
An H.323 communication system exhibits a number of
logical units which are called “terminal”, “gateway”, “gate-
keeper” and “multipoint control unit (MCU)”. In the present
exemplary embodiment, each radio network terminating unit
RNT1 . . . 5 arranged in the subscriber access network or
ACCESS represents a logical unit according to Recommen-
dation H.323. A radio network terminating facility RNT1 . . .
5 implementing the function of an H.323 terminal can
communicate, for example, with another H.323 terminal,
gateway or multipoint control unit (MCU) in real time and
it is mainly voice data which is transmitted in real time with
the transmission of video and other data being supported
additionally. A radio network terminating facility RNT1 . . .
5 implementing the function of an H.323 gateway can
communicate, for example, with other H.323 gateways or
with H.323 terminals in circuit-oriented communication
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networks IP. Circuit-oriented communication networks can
be, for example, the ISDN network, the ATM network or the
conventional analog telephone network. A number of private
communication networks PN implemented in wireless sub-
scriber access networks or ACCESS, for example, can be
connected via such a connection-oriented communication
network IP. A radio network terminating facility RNT1 . . .
5 implementing the function of multipoint control unit
(MCU) enables three or more H.323 terminals or H.323
gateways to participate in multipoint connections or in
conferences, respectively.

In a private communication network PN constructed in
accordance with ITU Recommendation H.323, multimedia
connections from the radio network terminating facilities
RNT1 ... 5 arranged in the private communication network
PN or, respectively, from the communication terminals
connected thereto to the communication radio network IP
connected to the fifth network terminating facility RNTS or,
respectively, corresponding multimedia connections to fur-
ther private communication networks connected thereto can
be implemented between networks. In this arrangement, a
protocol conversion between the transmission protocols
used in each case in the communication networks PN, IP is
carried out by correspondingly designed gateways. Pure
voice connections can be advantageously switched between
the individual closely intermeshed radio network terminat-
ing facilities RNT1 . . . 5 arranged in the subscriber access
network or ACCESS or, respectively, in the private com-
munication network PN. The voice data transmitted via the
private communication network PN can be retransmitted
with the aid of the Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP)
standard via a communication network IP constructed in
accordance with the Internet Protocol standard.

Switching voice data and all other types of multimedia
data within the private communication network PN
described and the possibility of retransmitting the multime-
dia data via the higher-level communication network IP
represents an alternative possibility of switching data com-
pared with conventional transmission paths implemented in
the current wireless subscriber access networks or ACCESS,
such as, for example, via the radio base station RBS and via
the ISDN-oriented fixed network IKN connected to the radio
base station RBS. The subscriber access network or
ACCESS and the private communication network PN
implemented therein in each case represent independent
communication networks which can be operated by in each
case different communication network operators or provid-
ers. The parallel arrangement of a number of independent
wireless communication networks or ACCESS, PN within
the same radio area FB makes it possible to implement
subscriber access networks or ACCESS which can be
designed to be flexible and which can be adapted to the new
requirements of the subscribers connected to them within a
short period of time and with the least economic expendi-
ture.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to specific embodiments, those of skill in the art
will recognize that changes may be made thereto without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as set
forth in the hereafter appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A communication system, comprising:

at least one radio base station to which radio network

terminating units for connecting communication termi-
nals can be connected;

first communication relations provided between the radio

base station and the radio network terminating units
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within a first communication network operating under
a first communications standard via a first interface;
and

additional transmission and switching means in the radio

network terminating units for implementing at least one
further communication network operating under a stan-
dard that is different from the first communications
standard via a second interface, wherein the additional
transmission and switching means provide for imple-
menting additional wireless communication relations
between the radio network terminating units.

2. A communication system as claimed in claim 1, further
comprising:

at least one further radio network terminating facility,

wherein the additional wireless communication rela-
tions are switched via the at least one further radio
network terminating facility.

3. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the at least one further communication network is
provided for implementing additional wireless communica-
tion relations in a home domain.

4. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the first communication network is a public com-
munication network and the at least one further communi-
cation network is a private communication network.

5. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the additional transmission and switching means
includes switching and transmission routines, implemented
as programs, for implementing the additional wireless com-
munication relations.

6. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein at least one of a connection-oriented wireless com-
munication network and a connectionless wireless commu-
nication network is formed with the aid of the additional
wireless communication relations.

7. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein a self-configuring wireless communication network
having a neural network structure is formed with the aid of
the additional wireless communication relations.

8. A communication system as claimed in claim 6,
wherein information to be transmitted is inserted into
packet-oriented data streams and the packet-oriented data
streams are switched via the wireless communication net-
work, and wherein services based on Internet protocol are
implemented with the aid of the wireless communication
network.

9. A communication system as claimed in claim 7,
wherein information to be transmitted is inserted into
packet-oriented data streams and the packet-oriented data
streams are switched via the wireless communication net-
work, and wherein services based on Internet protocol are
implemented with the aid of the wireless communication
network.

10. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
further comprising:

means for implementing the communication relations in

the radio base station and in the radio network termi-
nating units, wherein data streams to be transmitted
from the radio base station to the radio network termi-
nating units are transmitted in accordance with at least
one of a TDM-oriented, FDM-oriented and CDM-
oriented multiple transmission method, and wherein
data streams to be transmitted from the radio network
terminating units to the radio base station are transmit-
ted according to at least one of a TDMA, CDMA and
FDMA access transmission method.
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11. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the additional wireless communication relations are
implemented with the aid of one of a multi carrier CDMA
multiple access method, a circuit oriented FDM modulation,
and a multiple access method conforming to CDMA.

12. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein at least one of the radio network terminating units
includes at least one further connection to an additional
communication network.

13. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein at least one of the radio network terminating units
additionally represents a repeater network terminating unit.

14. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein at least one of the radio network terminating units
includes further means for encrypting information to be

10

transmitted with the aid of the additional wireless commu-
nication relations.

15. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein at least one of the radio network terminating units
includes further means for compressing information to be
transmitted with the aid of the additional wireless commu-
nication relations.

16. A communication system as claimed in claim 1,
wherein at least one the radio network terminating units
includes means for implementing a wireless packet-oriented
communication system according to ITU Recommendation
H.323 or H.324.



